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DRUG FREE CAMPUS 
 
Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic Technology has a responsibility to 
provide an educational environment free of drugs and alcohol. 

 
Responsibility: Students, Program Director, Educational Advisory Committee, Instructors 
Standard: Human Resources 
JRCERT 2021 Radiography Standard(s): 5.5 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services: Uniform Controlled 
Substances Act 
U.S. Department of Education: Drug Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989 
U.S Department of Labor: Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988 
United States Drug Enforcement Administration: Controlled Substances Act 
 
 
Definitions: 
Premises: As used herein shall mean property whether owned, leased, or in any other 
manner under control of Regional West Health Services or any facility designated as a 
clinical education setting. 

 
As a part of Program activities: As used herein shall mean any activity under the 
auspices of Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic Technology. 

 
Substance:   In this statement refers to illicit drugs or chemical compounds that are 
controlled by local, state, or federal law. 

 
Drug Free Campus 

 
The illegal possession, use or distribution of illicit drugs or alcohol by students and 
employees is a violation of Program policy as well as State and Federal laws. To fulfill 
its obligations under the Drug Free Workplace Act of 1988, 41 U.S.C. § 701 and the 
Drug Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, 20 U.S.C. § 1145g, the Program has 
formulated standards of conduct for both its employees and its students which prohibit 
the following acts: 

 
1. Use, possession, manufacture, distribution, or sale of illegal drugs or drug 

paraphernalia on Program premises or while on Program business or at Program 
activities, or in Program supplied vehicles either during or after working hours. 

2. Unauthorized use, possession, manufacture, distribution, or sale of a 
controlled substance or drug paraphernalia as defined by the Federal 
Controlled Substances Act, 21 
U.S.C. §§ 801 et seq., or Nebraska Drug Control Laws, Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 28- 
401 et seq., on Program premises, or while engaged on Program business or 
attending Program activities, in Program supplied vehicles, either during or after 
working hours. 

3. Unauthorized use, possession, manufacture, distribution, or sale of alcohol on 
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Program premises or while on Program business or at Program activities, in 
Program supplied vehicles, either during or after working hours. 
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4. Storing in a locker, desk, vehicle, or other place on Program owned or occupied 
premises, any unauthorized controlled substances, drug paraphernalia or 
alcohol. 

5. Use of alcohol off Program premises that adversely affects a student's work or 
academic performance, or an employee's or student's safety or the safety of 
others; 

6. Possession, use, manufacture, distribution or sale of illegal drugs off Program 
premises that adversely affects the student's academic performance, or an 
employee's or student's safety or the safety of others; 

 
 
 
Description of Applicable Legal Sanctions under Federal or State Law for 
Unlawful Possession or Distribution of Illicit Drugs and Alcohol 
Conviction of a crime related to the unlawful possession or distribution of illicit drugs or 
alcohol may result in a fine, prison sentence or both. 

 
The information on the following pages summarizes selected provisions of Federal, 
State, and local laws which provide criminal and civil penalties for unlawful possession 
or distribution of drugs and alcohol. This list is not to be considered all inclusive 

 
FEDERAL LAWS 

 

Federal Penalties and Sanctions for Illegal Possession of Controlled Substances: 
 

• 21 U.S.C. § 844(a) 
1st Conviction: Up to 1 year imprisonment and fine of at least $1,000 or both. 
After 1 prior drug conviction: At least 15 days in prison, not to exceed 2 years 
and fine of at least $2,500. 
After 2 or more prior drug convictions: At least 90 days in prison, not to exceed 3 
years and fine of at least $5,000. 
Special sentencing provisions for possession of crack cocaine: Mandatory 
minimum 5 years in prison, maximum 20 years and minimum fine of $1,000, if: 

 
o 1st conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeding 5 grams. 
o 2nd crack conviction and the amount of crack possessed exceeding 3 

grams. 
o 3rd or subsequent crack conviction and the amount of crack possessed 

exceeding 1 gram. 
 
• 21 U.S.C. § 853(a) (2) and 881(a) (7) 

Forfeiture of personal and real property used to possess or to facilitate 
possession of a controlled substance if that offense is punishable by more than 1 
year imprisonment. (See special sentencing provisions re: crack.) 

 
 
• 21 U.S.C. § 881(a) (4) 

Forfeiture of vehicles, boats, aircraft or any other conveyance used to transport 
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or conceal a controlled substance. 
• 21 U.S.C. § 844(a) 

Civil fine of up to $10,000 
• 21 U.S.C. § 862 

Denial of Federal benefits, such as student loans, grants, contracts and 
professional and commercial licenses, up to 1 year for first offense, up to 5 years 
for second and subsequent offenses. 

• 18 U.S.C. § 922(g) 
Ineligible to receive or purchase a firearm 

• Miscellaneous 
Revocation of certain Federal licenses and benefits, e.g., pilot licenses, public 
housing tenancy, etc., are vested within the authorities of individual Federal 
agencies. 
 

Two charts (Charts 1-2) summarizing trafficking penalties under Federal law for various 
types of drugs can be viewed at the end of this policy.  

 
NEBRASKA LAWS 
 
State Penalties and Sanctions for Illegal Possession of Controlled Substances 
The framework for the regulation of most drugs, also called controlled substances, is set 
out in the Uniform Controlled Substances Act. In addition, there are other Nebraska 
State laws which establish penalties for various drug related offenses which are 
summarized below. Charts containing a summary of sanctions under Nebraska law for 
possession or distribution of various drugs can be found at the end of this policy. 
(Charts 3-4) 

 
Crimes Involving Minors: Any person 18 years of age or older who distributes, 
delivers or sells controlled substances to a person under the age of 18 years shall be 
punished by the next higher penalty classification for a first offense or second offense 
involving drugs such as heroin, speed, cocaine, LSD, or pentazocine. The law also 
provides for an enhanced penalty for anyone 18 years of age or older to employ, use, 
persuade, or coerce any person under the age of 18 years to manufacture, transport, 
distribute, carry, deliver, dispense, or possess with intent to do the same of a controlled 
substance or a counterfeit controlled substance.  
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-416(4) and (5) (Supp. 1999). 

 
Tax Provisions: Anyone who possesses or sells the following amounts of 
controlled substances must pay the appropriate taxes to the Nebraska Department 
of Revenue and have the stamps attached to the controlled substances.  
 

Failure carries a criminal penalty of up to five years imprisonment or a 
$10,000 fine or both. A penalty equal to 100% of the unpaid tax will also be 
assessed and both the tax and the penalty may become a lien upon the 
property owned by the person against whom the tax is assessed. 

 
Neb. Rev. Stat. §§ 77-4301 to 77- 4316 (Reissue 1996). 
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Property Forfeiture: Property used to manufacture, sell or deliver controlled 
substances can be seized and forfeited to the state. Property subject to forfeiture may 
include cash, cars, boats, and airplanes. Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-431 (Cum. Supp. 1998). 

 

Being Under the Influence of Any Controlled Substance for Unauthorized 
Purpose: It is a violation of Nebraska law to be under the influence of any controlled 
substance for a purpose other than the treatment of a sickness or injury as prescribed 
or administered by a person duly authorized by law to treat sick and injured human 
beings. Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-417(1) (g) (Reissue 1995). 

 

Drug Paraphernalia Offenses: It is a violation of Nebraska law to use, or to possess 
with intent to use, drug paraphernalia to manufacture, inject, ingest, inhale or otherwise 
introduce into the human body a controlled substance.   

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-441 
   1st Offense:      up to $100 fine 
   2nd Offense:    up to $300 fine 
   3rd and Subsequent Offense: up to $500 fine  
  Neb. Rev. Stat.§ 28-442 

   Up to 6 months imprisonment or $1,000 fine or both 
  Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-443 
   Up to 1 year imprisonment or $1,000 fine or both 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-441, § 28-442, § 28-443, and § 29-436 (Reissue 1995); Neb. Rev. 
Stat.§ 28-106 (1) (Cum. Supp. 1998) 

 
Imitation Controlled Substances: It is a violation of Nebraska law to knowingly, 
intentionally manufacture, distribute, deliver or possess with intent to distribute or 
deliver an imitation controlled substance.  
 1st  Offense  up to 3 months imprisonment, or $500 fine, or both 
 2ND Offense  up to 6 months imprisonment, or $1,000 fine, or both 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-445 (Reissue 1995) and § 28-106 (1) (Cum. Supp. 1998). 
 
 
Controlled Substance Analogue: For purposes of Nebraska's Uniform Controlled 
Substance Act, analogue controlled substances (often called "designer drugs") are 
treated as controlled substances. Such an analogue is defined as (a) substantially 
similar in chemical structure to the chemical structure of a controlled substance or (b) 
having a stimulant, depressant, analgesic or hallucinogenic effect on the central 
nervous system that is substantially similar to or greater than the effect of a controlled 
substance. Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-401 (36) (Supp. 1999). 

 

Selected Nebraska Alcohol Offenses 
 

Minor in Possession: It is against the law for a person under the age of 21 years to 
possess alcohol. Violation of this law is punishable by three months imprisonment, or 
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$500 fine, or both. As part of sentencing a judge may order an offender to become part 
of a public work detail under the supervision of the County Sheriff for not more than 10 
days in lieu of the above penalties. Neb. Rev. Stat. § 53-180.05 (1) (Reissue 1998); 
Neb. Rev. Stat.§ 28-106 (1) (Cum. Supp. 1998) 

 

Procuring Alcohol: It is a violation of Nebraska law to sell, give away, dispose of, 
exchange, or deliver, or permit the sale, gift or procuring of any alcoholic liquor to or for 
any minor or to any person who is mentally incompetent. Violation of this law is 
punishable by not more than 1 year imprisonment, or $1,000 fine, or both.  
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 53-180.05 (1) (Reissue 1998) and § 28-106 (1) (Cum. Supp. 1998). 

 

Consumption on Public Property: It is a violation of Nebraska law for any person to 
consume alcoholic liquors in the public streets, alleys, parking areas, roads or 
highways, or inside vehicles while upon the public streets, alleys, parking areas, roads, 
or highways; or upon property owned by the state or any governmental subdivision 
thereof, unless authorized by the governing bodies having jurisdiction over such 
properties.     

1st Offense:  up to $100 fine  
2nd Offense:  up to $300 fine 
3rd Offense:   up to $500 fine 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 53-186 (Supp. 1999), Neb. Rev. Stat. § 53-136 (Reissue 1998) and § 
29-436 (Reissue 1995).   

 

Driving While Intoxicated: Driving while under the influence of intoxicating liquors or 
drugs is a violation of Nebraska law.  
 1st Offense:    up to 60 days imprisonment, up to $500 fine and 
      6 months revocation of operator’s license 
 

2nd Offense:    mandatory 30 days imprisonment, $500 fine,and 
      6 months revocation of operator’s license 
 

3rd and Subsequent Offenses: up to 5 years imprisonment, or $10,000 fine, or 
both, and 15 years revocation of operator’s 
license 

Local laws may also make it a crime to operate a motor vehicle under the influence of 
alcohol or to commit certain acts involving the consumption or possession of alcohol, 
e.g. "open container" laws. 
 
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 60-6,196 (Supp. 1999), Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-105 (Cum. Supp. 
1998) Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-106 (1) (Cum. Supp. 1998)  

 

DESCRIPTION OF HEALTH RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH USE OF ILLICIT DRUGS 
AND ABUSE OF ALCOHOL 

 
Numerous health risks have been identified with substance abuse (use of illicit 
drugs and excessive use of alcohol). Abusers can lose resistance to disease, 
develop physical and psychological dependence, become depressed, develop heart 
problems, contract infections, or become malnourished, physically exhausted and 
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even die. Reality is often distorted, reactions may be slower, and the risk of 
accidents increases. Extended substance abuse can cause coma, respiratory 
arrest, and convulsions. Injected drugs increase the risk for infectious diseases such 
as hepatitis and AIDS. Body systems are affected. The liver, lungs and heart are 
damaged. For women, there is an increase in birth defects associated with use 
during pregnancy.  
 
Chart 5 found at the end of this policy lists potential health consequences of 
commonly abused drugs. 

 
DRUG AND ALCOHOL COUNSELING 
The American Medical Association has determined that substance dependence and 
substance abuse are medical diseases. Substance dependence can be diagnosed as 
mild, moderate, severe, in partial remission, or in full remission.  

 
Students and staff are advised of the existence of local substance abuse treatment 
facilities and programs through Regional West Health Services’ Employee Assistance 
Program (EAP) to assist in any drug or alcohol counseling, treatment or rehabilitation. 
 
POLICY VIOLATION: 
Anyone who violates this policy will be subject to disciplinary action.  Following an 
appropriate investigation and subject to the procedures which are a part of the 
personnel policies governing the Medical Center, students and staff can be subject to 
any one or a combination of the following disciplinary sanctions: 

 
1. Disciplinary action, including reprimand, suspension, or termination. 
2. Required substance abuse counseling. 
3. Required participation in inpatient substance abuse. 
4. Required attendance at designated educational programs on substance abuse. 

 

Excluded are prescribed drugs when used in the manner, combination and quantity 
intended unless job performance could be affected.  Students who must use an over- 
the-counter or prescription drug that causes adverse side effects or may affect ability to 
perform clinical or didactic responsibilities in a safe and productive manner must notify 
his or her supervisor prior to starting the clinical or didactic shift. The Imaging Services 
Department Director and the Director of Human Resources after proper inquiry, will 
decide if the student can remain at clinical or didactic class and what restrictions, if any, 
are deemed necessary. 

 
Compliance with the above stated policy is a condition of enrollment for all student of 
Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic  Technology. Each 
student will sign an acknowledgement stating he or she has received a copy of this 
policy (See attached form). Further, any student who is convicted under a criminal drug 
statute for a violation occurring in the educational setting or who pleads guilty or nolo 
contendere (not contested) to such charges must notify the Director of Human 
Resources within five 
(5) days of such conviction or plea. Failure of a student to comply with this policy will 
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result in disciplinary action, up to and including termination from the Program for a first 
offense. 

 
Students convicted of, or who plead guilty or nolo contendere (not contested) to such 
drug-related violations are subject to termination and/or mandatory attendance and 
successful completion of a drug-abuse-assistance or similar program as a condition of 
continued enrollment. 

 
Students or staff who receive a criminal drug statute conviction for a violation occurring 
on the school premises must notify the Program Director or appropriate reporting 
authority within five (5) days of learning of the conviction. 

 
The regulations guiding enforcement of this policy shall be in keeping with applicable 
laws. 

 
 
 
Policy Review Frequency: 

 
Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic Technology will provide, in writing 
or digital copy, annually, this policy to the staff and students. Students and 
instructional staff shall review this policy yearly, sign the Drug Free Campus 
Acknowledgement Form and return to the Program Director.  

 
First year students will be provided a copy of this policy in the student handbook. 
Second year students and staff will receive a copy of this policy at the beginning of 
classes in August, annually. 

 
Additionally, as a condition of the enrollment in the Regional West Medical Center 
School of Radiologic Technology, students shall agree to abide by the terms outlined in 
this policy. 

 
It shall be the policy of the Regional West Medical Center School of Radiologic 
Technology to review at least biennially, its entire program pertaining to the prevention 
of the use of controlled substance by students and staff: 

 
1. To determine the effectiveness of this policy and to implement such changes to the 

Program as are deemed needed. 
2. Ensure the disciplinary sanctions described in the policy are consistently enforced. 

 
 
The Policy Committee will review yearly whether the policy as herein above referred 
to is accomplishing its intended goals. If changes to this policy are indicated, the 
Policy Committee will make recommendations to the Educational Advisory 
Committee for action. 
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Signature 
Stephanie Cannon, MSRS, RT(R)(ARRT)   
Program Director   
 
   
 
Signature 

 Joshua Lively, MHA, BSRT(R), RT (R)(VI)(ARRT) 
Director of Imaging Services 
 
 
 
 
 

Reference: Hospital Policy 201.0.03 
 

Reviewed: 3/28/00, 3/28/02, 1/12/05, 3/29/07, 07/02/09, 7/14/11, 6/14/12, 2/14/14, 1/20/17, 1/26/18, 
1/24/19, 4/28/2020, 9/2/2021, 2/3/23, 2/22/24  
Revised: 9/10/96, 7/12/97, 5/1/98, 1/12/05, 7/14/11, 2/20/15, 2/12/16, 2/24/22 
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REGIONAL WEST MEDICAL CENTER SCHOOL OF RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGY 
DRUG FREE CAMPUS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM 

 
I acknowledge understanding and receipt of policy prohibiting the unlawful possession, 
use, or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol on the Program premises or as a part of 
any of the Program’s activities. 

 
I, the undersigned, do, by affixing my signature hereto, acknowledge that I understand 
the absolute prohibition of the engaging in, possession, use, manufacture, or distribution 
of, illicit drug and alcohol on the Program premises or as a part of any of the Program’s 
activities, as defined by policy. 

 
I further understand, by affixing my signature hereto, that referral of me for criminal 
prosecution may be imposed upon me for any violations of these standards. 

 
I further agree to be bound by these standards and acknowledge that I have been fully 
notified and that all policies have been explained to my satisfaction and full 
understanding by appropriate Program personnel. 

 
I further understand that compliance with these standards is mandatory and is a 
condition of my enrollment/involvement in the Program. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Dated this day of , 20   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature of student/employee 
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Chart 1 
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